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    What an amazing start we have had to our school year.

We have acclimated to our new home in Hodgin, you will

begin college courses, some of you are now driving to and

from campus and learning to navigate parking on the

campus of the largest HBCU, and you are beginning to plan

for where you will spend the next 4 years of your life.

    I want to remind you that it is always more important to

plan and celebrate the incremental successes. Consider this,

you will never win the Olympics if you don't win the

progressive competitions leading up to it. Additionally, as

you are visualizing yourself on the podium, remember to

see yourself at the finish line of each race; Remind yourself

about the planning, training, dedication, sacrifices, losses,

and celebrations you will have along the way. Each of these

moments makes standing on the stage possible and worth it.

    Try not to get bogged down and overwhelmed with all

the processes that go into planning, applying, paying for

and selecting a college. Think about how great and

accomplished you are going to feel when you walk across

the stage May 2022 as well as when you move onto the

campus of your choice August 2022. I believe in each of you

and look forward to celebrating and supporting you as you

make this journey. Remember, you are not alone, and you

will hit some valleys; however, the valleys make the peak

even better. Work hard now, so you can play hard later.

    Enjoy your Senior year, have fun with friends, make

memories and remember that the ride is only as sweet as

you make it. Class of 2022 is unstoppable and will do things

that others thought they could not do!

Dr. Maxwell
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Sisterly Love

By: Tynia Edwards

    The strength of sisterhood can go a very long

way. The new senior Belles got together recently

to write to the Class of 2021 graduates, gifting

them with encouraging letters to let them know

that they will persevere through any situation.

The current seniors all see each other as best

friends and sisters. Yaffia Marsh, Class of 2022

senior, wrote: “Always put God first because he's

the one who will always be there no matter who's

come and gone.” This letter gives the graduate

who received the note a piece of faith in her heart.

Another student wrote: “Congrats on graduating,

your years of college will be fun, but you will

struggle a bit and that's okay. You will prosper and

fight through it, take a break if needed because

mental health is important. Don't forget to have

fun, but stay focused.”

    The Bennett Belles have come a very long way,

as they strived to become powerful, independent

young women. Beginning in a basement between

depressed walls in Warnerville Methodist

Episcopal Church, a group of emancipated slaves

purchased what is now the present site of Bennett

College. The current students at the Middle

College at Bennett mirror the founders of

Bennett: encouraging and helping each other with

willpower and determination. This shows the

power of sisterhood and friendship. We

congratulate the class of 2021 as they walk towards

a new stepping stone in life. We will always

remember them as they are learning more and

becoming stronger women.

Creativity is intelligence
having fun.
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Just When You Thought
By: Saroya Johnson

Just when you thought you figured everything out, the
funds are low and the debts are high

Still smile.

Relax as you should, but don't give up

Life is with twists, turns, and ups and downs
Every one of us learns that failures come around,
We might have won if we struck it out the park.

Relax, although it may seem slow, you might succeed
with another strike.

We may never know how close we are. Stick to it even
when you feel like giving up
Success is failure turned inside out

As the final days arrive,
it is now we say our goodbyes
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Meet our new
Curriculum Facilitator
By: Nadia Williams

    Ms. Nicole Winsley has dedicated her life to

education. As the Middle College at Bennett’s

new Curriculum Facilitator, Ms. Winsley intends

to bring new programming to the school, such

as weekly short video highlights on what’s

going on in the classroom. Her journey began

on the track to become a lawyer, but her true

calling was to become an English teacher. She

grew up in Morgan, which is a small town

located in North Carolina. Ms. Winsley

attended Western Carolina University, and she

says “They were the greatest band in the land,

not A&T.” She then studied at UNCG to obtain

her Master’s, while later receiving a second

Master’s degree at High Point University in

School Administration.

    Upon transferring into school administration, Ms. Winsley wanted to better

mentor and coach teachers in the classrooms. Ms. Winsley was nice enough to

offer some of her wisdom, sharing the following piece of life advice: “Enjoy your

senior year it will go by faster than you think.” Some other words of advice she

shared were: “Don’t take life so seriously, some things are just growing pains”

and “Always take time to self-care.” The Middle College at Bennett students and

staff are delighted to have Ms. Winsley on our team, and we hope she can

continue to support our amazing teachers and superior academics.



The Cash Hunt: A Guide to Finding and Understanding Scholarships

 By: Zoe Monroe

     Seniors everywhere are feeling the weight
from just one word: college. Apart from the
overwhelming feeling of applying to college,
the cost alone spurs a new level of stress. A
great deal of high school students can’t help
but factor in the immense cost of college and
how much that will not only affect them, but
their parent/guardian(s). While the college
application process can be both frustrating
and exciting, don’t forget about the resources
out there that want to support you!
    Companies, organizations, and national
contests all have “free money”, or
scholarships, that they want to aid you with.
A scholarship is essentially a financial aid
award that supports a person as they further
their education. Scholarships (along with
grants and loans) are used by many high
school seniors--and even college students--
to help reduce the total cost of college. Quick
sites that are known for showcasing an
abundance of applicable scholarships are:
Scholarships.com, Fastweb.com, Bold.org,
CareerOneStop.org, Unigo.com, and 
 CollegeScholarships.com. 
     Many students and families have a
misconception that scholarships are
primarily academically based. THAT IS NOT
TRUE! Yes, a plethora are academically
based, but even more categories contribute
to what could be an applicable scholarship.
Factors scholarships can be based on include
athletics, community-service, minority
(racial), intended major(s), essay, no essay,
comedy, and talent.
    The Unigo $10K Scholarship only requires
a 250-word response to the prompt: "2020
was a year to remember. What will you

remember most about 2020 and why is it
important to you?” The deadline is
December 31st. The Aubrey Lee Brooks
Scholarship is open to students who plan
to enroll at NC State University, UNC-
Chapel Hill, or UNC-Greensboro. You are
eligible to win up to $12,000 and only need
to submit your transcript, SAT/ACT score
sheet, and complete the FASFA. The
deadline is January 31st. The Equitable
Excellence Scholarship, a scholarship
based on service and volunteering, opens
September 14th. Save the date! The Traub-
Dicker Rainbow Scholarship, which will
open applications for 2022 in Spring 2022,
is open to applicants who identify as
lesbian and demonstrate academic
achievement, community service, and
impacting LGBTQ+ issues. The Coca-Cola
Scholars Scholarship is awarded to 150
recipients. A minimum of 3.0 GPA is
required to enter, with a deadline of 5 pm
EST on Halloween.
    You should also take a further look at the
colleges/universities you're applying to. 
 Many colleges have personal or
partnering scholarships you can enter.
Whether it be for specific majors or if
you're simply THE BENNETT BREAKDOWN |  ISSUE 204
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interested in applying, there is typically
a page on the official school website of
the available scholarships. North
Carolina Agricultural and Technical
State University, UNC-Charlotte, UNC-
Chapel Hill, and Clark Atlanta
University are a few to name that hold
partnering scholarships and/or a page
on their website. (Links to websites at
the end of article)
     Lastly, looking within your own
community can showcase many
scholarships. This option is great
because it provides you an opportunity
to talk to people in your community,
whether it be your parents and their
coworkers, local church members,
bankers, or grocery store clerks and
cashiers. State Employees Credit Union,
for example, offers a scholarship to
students whose parents are in their
system. Even doing a quick Google
search to see if there are any
scholarships specific to your state or
county can make you accessible to
gaining loads of “free money”.
    No matter your interests or time
availability, there is a scholarship out
there for you! Take just a few minutes
out of the day to research scholarships,
and spend another day applying. Be
aware of application deadlines, but don’t
rush yourself to apply. Although it’s
going to be an intense, fast-paced next
few months, we can’t forget about the
opportunities out there to aid us
through these times.

https://www.ncat.edu/caes/current-
students/scholarships.php

https://www.cau.edu/financialaid/scholar
ships-and-discounts.html
https://ninercentral.charlotte.edu/financi
al-aid-loans/types-aid/scholarships
https://studentaid.unc.edu/incoming/wha
t-aid-is-available/scholarships/
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Creativity is intelligence
having fun.
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A Belle’s Road
By: Zoe Monroe

Our paths are paved each passing day

With grace and dignity, we find our way

In chances there is power

In challenges there is progress

In creativity there is inevitability

Our knowledge allows us to grow

everyday, With toughened backbones we

have resilience that isn’t meek

In Elementary school it’s just the

beginning

In Middle school it seems never ending

In High school it feels like we’re

dreaming

Our steps won’t physically take us in

the same direction

With bonding hands we’ll make it through

together

In a minute we’ll graduate

In a moment we’ll celebrate

In a memory we’ll smile and commemorate 



Never thought I’d End up Here
By: Yaffia Marsh
    Like many young people, Taylor Adkins never
thought about what college life would have in store for
her. Not only was she completely honest with her
responses, but she gave great explanations based upon 
 her experiences and how she views the world. When
asked what her life was like while attending Bennett
College, Ms. Adkins responded with, “I would describe
my life while at Bennett as transformative. I wasn’t
super sure of myself, my roommate and I were
completely different. I transferred and came back to
Bennett never knowing that I was going to end up
there.”
    It’s a common feeling to not be sure of yourself
when you first start somewhere new. Ms. Adkins
explained that over the course of her time at Bennett,
she experienced, “an overarching perspective" of
herself. She explains how she noticed a shift in her
confidence from Freshwoman to Senior year, further
discussing how her "perspective on being a black
woman changed a lot at Bennett.”

    When you look back to your college year, how do
you see yourself? Did you think you’d be where you’re
standing today? It is proven that 60% of people in the
world know that what they're doing now isn’t what
they're meant to be doing. Despite that, Ms. Adkins has
taught us that it’s about the journey in life, no matter
how long it may take. There are going to be some
changes in your life that only God can control, and he
knows what he’s doing when it comes to helping you
along the way. 
    The main point that Ms. Adkins focused on was that
“everything is fixable.” Bennett can guide you with
your decisions and how you see yourself, and not just
because it’s an all women's college, but because the
campus is based off of positivity and encouragement.
Bennett’s classrooms are adjustable to your liking, 
 which allows professors to help you figure out what
you really like. Also, because class sizes are so small,
your professors get to know you personally, and are
willing to have one-on-one time with you. Bennett is a
sisterhood school with lots of great opportunities,
experiences, and members.



    "I’m not bougie, but classy", Janaisa clarifies. Over her time at Bennett, she
has learned to define herself, without letting other people determine who she
was. Janaisa attended a predominately white middle school, and during the
high school applications process, she applied to STEM Early College as her
first choice. Despite that, she still felt as if she'd have to put on a front, similar
to the way she had in middle school. While Janaisa also applied to Bennett
Middle College, she wasn’t all that interested because it was an all girls
school. 
    Ultimately, Janaisa ended up attending Bennett, but her outlook on the
school and herself changed drastically. Janaisa noticed that she didn’t have to
act or be someone she wasn’t at Bennett, which allowed her to love herself
more and be happier. Janaisa states that she’s glad she accepted Bennett
because she initially "felt lost". Bennett helped Janaisa find herself, and also be
more connected with her culture. 
    When Janaisa was in the tenth grade, she tried out for Miss Sophomore, but
was unfortunately denied the position. Many emotions of feeling inferior
flooded Janaisa, which ultimately lead to her feeling very depressed. However,
in eleventh grade, the position of Vice President opened, and although she
wanted to try out, she was scared of another possible rejection. Janaisa talked
to one of the lovely teachers at the Middle College at Bennett, Ms. Brooks,
who taught Janaisa that sometimes "you lose one and you gain one". Ms.
Brooks explained that just because Janaisa lost the first election doesn’t make
her any less of an intelligent, young black woman. With new found
confidence, Janaisa began working hard towards campaigning for Vice
President--and she won!
    Janaisa has learned that she needs to focus on herself more because some
people don’t always support you in the end. She also, shares the importance
of staying on top of your classes, because falling behind in one class can
impact you and all of your other classes. Janaisa shared her steps to having a
great year were to (1) Always have a great and respectful bond with teachers;
(2) Be very careful who you call friends, and to pick them wisely; and (3) Stay
on top of your game and out of drama!
    During the interview, Janaisa was asked to quote something from her
school. "No Bennett Belle sister left behind," she answered. Janaisa elaborated,
explaining that sisterhood and friendship is so important to her because as an
only child, she didn’t know how it felt to have such a strong bond and support
from siblings. Today, Janaisa is grateful for the friendships and opportunities
she's been presented with at Bennett. The 'fall outs' and 'ups and downs’ are
what makes us sisters. "Never disrespect each other or mistreat one another,"
Janaisa says. "It can be a point in life when you may need each other." 
    Janaisa's biggest takeway from Bennett--and her best piece of advice--is to
love yourself, and while it's okay to fail, never let it impact your greatness.

Student Spotlight!

Meet Janaisa Stephens
By: Saroya Johnson

Creativity is intelligence
having fun.
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Original artwork by Tynia Edwards
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Holiday:
No

School

College
classes begin

Aerow Meeting
(virtual) @ 9:40

Aerow Meeting
(virtual) @ 9:40

Senior Parent
Meeting from

5:30-7:00 Teacher Workday

NCCU Admissions
visit @ 12:30 

Guilford College
Admissions

Counselor visit @
9:30 

Save the Date!
Calendar of events

for September

UNC-Charlotte
Admissions Meeting

(virtual) @ 9:30

UNC-Chapel Hill
Admissions Meeting

(virtual) @ 12:35


